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A prison turned into a museum is by no means rare.  However, the Oranjehotel in 

Scheveningen is a unique purely visual experience. It contradicts expectations.   

A dark page of imposed history – occupation during WWII - turned into beauty. 

The aesthetic experience contradicts the reality of imprisonment experience. The 

colours are bright and the layer of paint is thick to the point that the brick 

construction is hardly perceptible.  Every centimetre of the space has been cared 

for, every object carefully chosen in a different stage of perfection and integrated 

into a multilayered, multidimensional showcasing: metal, brick, paint, wood, 

paper, textile, light and moving pictures. Its Suffering turned into Beauty.  
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Reasons for imprisonment during 
occupation, displayed on the walls of 
the cels where once writings of the 
prisoners were carved into the walls. 



 
 

 
 

 
 

Reason for imprinsonment (clockwise): 

➢ Weapons posession. 

➢ Intelligence. 
➢ Resistance. 
➢ Illegal press. 
➢ Economic. 
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A story written in iron 
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The meaning and function of resistance. 

 

In today’s narratives, dominated by “multialignment”; “settlements” and 

“diplomacy” the reminders of the OranjeHotel force two questions:  

 

 

What is the meaning of resistance? 

What is the function of resistance?  

 

 

 

 

WHO will give answer today to these questions in front of the nation and in front 

of history?   
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